
Help ensure a daily nutrition meal 
for children at social risk.

Join and collaborate

C. Jesús i Maria, 6 • 08022 Barcelona • Tel. +34 935 710 500 • probitas@fundacionprobitas.org • fundacionprobitas.org

twinfamilies.org

Annual Report

2022



The work that we do at the Probitas Foundation is a sign 
of our strong commitment to the health and well-be-

ing of the most vulnerable groups, who suffer most in 
times of instability. In 2022, geopolitical conflicts highlight-
ed even more the inequality between countries and wors-
ened the situation of groups in situations of vulnerability 
around the world.

In Spain, we worry that children’s healthy habits have dete-
riorated so significantly in just three years, as shown by the 
PASOS (Physical Activity, Sedentarism and Obesity in Span-
ish Youth) Study of the Gasol Foundation on which we col-
laborated. In response to this situation, we continue to work 
in our programmes in order to guarantee a right that is rec-
ognized by the European Child Guarantee, which is free ac-
cess to school meals for all children at risk of poverty.

We have also strengthened our commitment to adolescents 
in the “Dinem Junts!” (Let’s Eat Together!) programme to 
help them deal with problems that begin at this stage in life, 
through awareness programmes about the need to devel-
op a healthy sexuality and to maintain proper rest. To do 
this, we have relied on the cooperation of professionals with 
extensive experience from the Dexeus Dona foundation.

Internationally, Neglected Tropical Diseases (NTDs) continue 
to affect over one billion people from impoverished commu-
nities, causing immense suffering, stigmatization and high 
mortality rates. We have therefore continued to work with 
local organizations, especially focussing on the training of 
volunteers in the communities where we are active. We are 
convinced that this is the best way to ensure that our pro-
grammes, with the involvement of the health authorities, will 
be sustainable and self-sufficient in the long term.

As a professional with a lot of experience in the healthcare 
field, I know that the modernization and equipping of labo-
ratories, along with the training of technical staff, are key 
elements in health policies to improve the health of commu-
nities with few resources. That is why we are very proud that 
in 2022 the laboratories in Liberia and the Dominican Re-
public became fully operational, meaning that we are reach-
ing over 45,000 people there, and we are working hard to 
modernise another four in 2023.

 

LETTER FROM 
THE DIRECTOR

“None of this would have been possible without the dedication, 
hard work and commitment of the entire Probitas Foundation 
staff as well as the more than 350 organizations with which we 
collaborate”.

Dr. Anna Veiga

This year was also when we saw the first results of the proj-
ects by five Senegalese entrepreneurs who were part of the 
Yakaar programme. We are proud of the determination and 
perseverance with which everyone has worked in order to re-
turn to their country and build a decent life, also offering op-
portunities for the future to people from their communities.

Of course, none of this would have been possible without 
the dedication, hard work and commitment of the entire 
Probitas Foundation staff as well as the more than 350 
organizations with which we collaborate. We are grateful 
for their work and the work of all the people and organizations 
that facilitated the access to school meals of children in situ-
ations of social risk through their donations to the Twin Fam-
ilies Programme. 

Dr. Anna Veiga, 
Executive Director
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THE PROBITAS FOUNDATION 
& THE SUSTAINABLE 
DEVELOPMENT GOALS (SDGs) 
OF THE UNITED NATIONS

PRIORITIES:

IMPORTANT:

UNIVERSAL:

End hunger and 
promote food 
security.

Inclusive and 
equitable quality 
education.

End poverty 
in all its forms 
everywhere.

Ensure healthy lives 
and promote 
well-being for all.

Availability and sustainable 
management of water and 
sanitation for all.

Gender equality and 
empowerment of 
women and girls.

Reduce inequality 
within and among 
countries.

Access to affordable, 
reliable and 
sustainable energy.

Global partnership 
for sustainable 
development.

VISION

MISSION

VALUES

Equal opportunities for people in situations of vulnerability.

Improve the physical, psychological and emotional health of the most 
vulnerable people, locally and internationally.

Equality, sustainability, quality and excellence.
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LINES OF ACTION

WE HELP TO IMPROVE HEALTH: WHERE ARE WE ACTIVE?

IN WHICH FIELDS?

Locally and internationally

Food and healthy habits

Health, innovation and 
therapies

Infrastructure and 
equipment

Training in health

Entrepreneurship
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Ada Parellada presents the   
prizes for the Twin Families 
healthy recipes competition

Setting up of the diagnostic 
laboratory in Monrovia (Liberia). 
First year of the Salud Escolar 
(School Health) programme

Healthy habits campaign 
with Club Joventut 
Badalona basketball club 
on social media

DinemJunts! activity in 
PortAventura

We signed an 
agreement with 
ISGlobal to 
improve the 
health system in 
Paraguay

7,800 vulnerable 
children participate 

in summer camps

We began the 
school year with 

16 groups of 
Dinem Junts!

Renewal of our 
cooperation with 
the Salut Mental 

Catalunya 
mental health 

foundation

We started the 
educational intervention 

programme with dogs

Training day for Dinem 
Junts! educators

Christmas Twin Families fund-raising 
campaign for the Dinem Junts! 

programme

We began the 
second year of the 
PASOS Study

Physical EmotionalPsychological
KEY 

MILESTONES 
2022

Improving the health of 
children at risk of poverty 

or social exclusion

Improving equal 
opportunities for 
migrant people

Improving health in 
countries with precarious 

health systems
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LOCAL PROGRAMMES: INTERNATIONAL PROGRAMMES:

YAKAAR
We provide support to highly-vulnerable migrants who wish to 
voluntarily return to their country in order to set up their own business 
projects in Senegal and return safely and with dignity.

EDUCATION 
FOR HEALTH
We work to improve the health of children and adolescents through 
education, by promoting healthy habits, providing resources and 
guaranteeing a balanced diet.

APE
LABORATORIES
We improve infrastructures and provide laboratory equipment, 
train local staff and promote health programmes.

LAB

NEGLECTED 
TROPICAL DISEASES
We provide support to healthcare systems in the fight against these 
diseases through international cooperation programmes.

NTDs

RESEARCH, DEVELOPMENT 
AND INNOVATION
Projects working together to combat neglected tropical illnesses and 
improve laboratory diagnostics.

R&D&i

RESEARCH AND 
DEVELOPMENT
Research projects, training and development of studies and 
materials on children’s health and training for professionals 
that work with them.

R&D
YAKAAR

SIT

We provide access to specialized healthcare resources to improve 
the health, emotional well-being and quality of life of children and 
adolescents in situations of vulnerability.

SPECIALIZED 
HEALTHCARE
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EDUCATION 
FOR HEALTH

Start: 2012

Scope: Local 

Objective: We work to improve the health of children and 
adolescents through education, by promoting healthy habits, 
providing resources and guaranteeing a balanced diet.

Taking part in the Dinem Junts! programme means 
much more than coming to have lunch. For adolescents, 

belonging to the group means having a safe space where 
they can grow and improve the social-educational skills 

that they will need in the future and improve their personal, 
academic and social development.

APE

HELPS IN ACHIEVING THE FOLLOWING SDGs:

WE CREATE SYNERGIES

THE 5 PILLARS OF 
HEALTHY HABITS:

Physical activity and sport

Diet

Rest

Yurena García 
Social educator | Santa Coloma de Gramenet

Public 
authorities 

Health professionals                         Families

Social 
entities

Educational 
centres   

Emotional well-being

Hygiene
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CHILD NUTRITION SUPPORT 
(RAI)
 21,252 children    61 towns    + 395 projects

We guarantee the nutrition of children and adolescents by providing one healthy meal a day and promoting 
both healthy habits and children’s overall development.

SUMMER FOR EVERYONE!

In partnership with town councils and local organisations, we organise socio-educational 
and leisure activities in August, period in which the needs persist and there is little or 
no supply.

CANTEEN AID

  4,058 children

  196 schools

  58 towns

DINEM JUNTS!: A SOCIO-EDUCATIONAL 
RESOURCE FOR SECONDARY 
SCHOOL STUDENTS
 1,050 adolescents    16 projects    10 towns

We provide socio-educational guidance through qualified professionals in a protected space, promote 
healthy habits and ensure adolescents get a healthy, balanced diet.

This year we carried out activities to promote the feeling of belonging in the Dinem Junts! programme 
and encouraged actions for a fairer and more sustainable world, by holding workshops and round tables 
on “Food Waste”.

SNACK TIME

  9,132 children 

  65 centres

  34 towns

SUMMER PROGRAMMES

  8,062 children 

  134 projects

  61 towns
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ANIMAL-ASSISTED 
INTERVENTIONS

 

We promote improvements in the social-emotional functioning of 
children in situations of vulnerability through sessions with animals 
with the guidance of social and/or educational professionals. These 
innovative interventions provide benefits in the overall development 
of children and help them to improve their relational skills. 

THE HEALTHY PROJECT

School nurse | Santiago Apóstol School in Valencia 

  195 beneficiaries

  5,732 consultations

  129 workshops

We improve students’ general health, by offering healthcare 
through the school nurse, who also carries out educational work 
by holding workshops on health education for students, staff and 
families at the school. The project also provides a good quality, 
balanced diet and promotes physical activity and sport.

EDUCATIONAL 
INTERVENTION WITH 
THERAPY DOGS | SALT

3,3%
 reduction in obesity

SCHOOL HEALTH
We improve students’ health and promote health education in schools, providing resources and 
opportunities by working together with the local authority, schools and families.

Weight loss of 10% in 
overweight students

We provide a space where young 
people and adolescents in sit-
uations of vulnerability can find 
emotional support and an en-
gagement that helps them to 
develop and improve social, 
educational and relational skills 
using the dog as facilitator, there-
by improving their social skills, 
self-esteem, frustration manage-
ment and self-control. 

We launched a pilot project in 
Salt in partnership with Casals 
dels Infants and CTAC-Girona 
with the participation of 16 ad-
olescents.
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COMPLEMENTARY INTERVENTIONS
We carry out actions that improve the physical, mental and social health of children in situations of 
vulnerability, by creating specialized resources that complement the foundation’s own projects.

SEXUALITY EDUCATION FOR 
ADOLESCENTS

Dexeus Dona Foundation  

We guide children through the changes they 
will experience in the transition from childhood 
to adolescence and to adulthood so that they 
learn to accept themselves and others. At the 
Probitas Foundation we support promotion of 
healthy and needed sexuality to prevent risky 
behaviors.

We started the pilot project in Sabadell with 
the support of various regional agents from the 
social and health fields, in which a total of 30 
young people from the Dinem Junts! project 
participated, managed by the Ludo Margarida 
Bedós. Specialist health professionals from the 
Dexeus Dona Foundation worked with the Pro-
bitas Foundation to design a programme of five 
workshops, which were very well received by 
the young people.

We are convinced of the need
to encourage the promotion of a
healthy sexuality for prevention
of risky behaviors, promoting

positive and responsible attitudes in
sexuality and shared relationships.

Dr. Anna Veiga,
Executive Director
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SPECIALIZED 
HEALTHCARE

Start: 2018

Scope: Local

Objective: To facilitate access to specialized healthcare 
resources for children and adolescents at risk of poverty and 
social exclusion, supporting early detection, diagnosis and 
intervention from a community perspective, providing resources 
and services.

SIT

HELPS IN ACHIEVING THE FOLLOWING SDGs:

Health is a multidimensional concept and it is therefore important to deal with all the physical and mental 
aspects that, one way or another, could affect children’s development. At the Probitas Foundation we 
believe in a comprehensive approach for children and we work to encourage equal access to health 
for children in situations of social exclusion.
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DOG-ASSISTED THERAPY

VHIR + CTAC 

  62 beneficiaries

  44 patients diagnosed with FASDs

  18 patients diagnosed with autism

In partnership with the Vall d’Hebron Research 
Institute (VHIR) and the Dog-Assisted Therapy 
Centre (CTAC), in 2019 we started a pioneering 
project in the Vall d’Hebron Hospital in Barcelona 
with the goal of improving the quality of life of 
children with fetal alcohol spectrum disorders 
(FASDs) and autistic spectrum disorders (ASDs) 
by implementing dog-assisted therapy (DAT)

PORTAVENTURA DREAMS

PortAventura Foundation

In partnership with PortAventura, we prepared 
“Setmana Dreams” (Dream Week).

ITINERANT TEACHER

Adana Foundation

This is a project through which we provide sup-
port and guidance to teachers at high-complexity 
secondary schools. The aim is to deliver useful, 
effective and implementable strategies for the 
management of students with challenging be-
haviour in the classroom and thereby improve the 
general class environment. In 2022, for the second 
consecutive year, the project was implemented in 
Cornellà with a total of 78 beneficiaries. 

MENTAL HEALTH
Mental health in children and adolescents has become one of the main public health challenges glob-
ally, being especially worsened by the impact of the Covid-19 pandemic. At the Probitas Foundation 
we are aware of the importance of children’s emotional well-being for their correct development and 
we are working to reduce the risk factors they are exposed to.

It has been confirmed that dog-assisted thera-
py for people with autistic spectrum disorders 
(ASDs), increases their social interaction, reduc-
es their self-stimulatory behaviour, increases play 
behaviour and encourages greater and better use 
of language in children with autism.

Dreams Village is a pioneering project in Europe 
that promotes leisure and family time as part of 
the recuperation therapy for sick or seriously ill 
children from families at risk of social exclusion. 
25 children receiving treatment for a serious health 
condition took part, along with their families (144 
participants).

The aim is to deliver useful, 
effective and implementable 

strategies for the management 
of students
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MIREM PER TU

Barraquer Foundation

We give free eye care and eye tests for the children who are 
part of our programmes. We started the pilot project in the Di-
nem Junts! Programme in Sabadell in partnership with the leading 
organization that is managing the project, Ludo Margarida Bedós. 
The professional team of the Barraquer Foundation, composed 
of doctors and eye specialists, travelled to the organization to vi-
sit 40 young people. Eye health tests offer the chance to prevent 
poor vision, make an early diagnosis and provide equal access to 
optical equipment.

EYE HEALTH 
An eye problem excludes, isolates and can have negative conse-
quences for a child’s development and learning. At the Probitas 
Foundation we promote fair and equal access to optical equipment, 
raise awareness about the importance of having good vision at all 
stages of life and facilitate eye care and eye tests for the early de-
tection and treatment of poor vision.
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RESEARCH AND 
DEVELOPMENT

R&D

HELPS IN ACHIEVING THE FOLLOWING SDGs:

Start: 2020

Scope: Local

Objective: To give training sessions, distribute support material 
and carry out studies that will help to improve the physical and 
mental health of children and adolescents.
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Stress has a direct impact on the emotional well-be-
ing of teachers and their relations with students. 
The Probitas Foundation, in partnership with the 
Home Intervention Clinical Team (ECID), started 
the Profesor en Mente (teacher in mind) project 
to provide training based on mentalization in 
order to improve the emotional management 
of teachers in educational contexts of high/
maximum complexity. Teams are trained so that 
they can better manage the emotional impacts 
they receive in their daily lives, through various 
sessions and workshops.

  89 teachers from three academic centres in 
Santa Coloma de Gramenet have benefited from 
this training.

We promote the improvement of the quality 
of life of children and adolescents with mental 
health problems through the training of profession-
als in the community network that are not special-
ists in mental health, and family members that live 
with children. Through the various sessions and 
workshops, we provide them with information, 
tools and resources, based on respect and with-
out stigmatization. 

PASOS STUDY

Gasol Foundation

We are working together on a pioneering study, 
the objective of which is to evaluate the physical 
activity, sedentary behaviour and obesity of 
children and adolescents aged 8 to 16 years in 
Spain. The results obtained include the fact that 
33.4% of the child and adolescent population are 
overweight or obese, and this is especially prev-
alent in children in situations of vulnerability and 
social exclusion. 

  3,885 participants in the study.

PROFESOR EN MENTE

Vidal i Barraquer Foundation

WORKSHOPS AND “PARLEM”

Federació Salut Mental 
Catalunya

  59 people trained

  6,284 downloads of mental health guides in 
Spanish and Catalan
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YAKAAR PROJECTYAKAAR

HELPS IN ACHIEVING THE FOLLOWING SDGs:

COMPREHENSIVE 
SUPPORT:

Start: 2019

Scope: Local and international

Objective: Provide the opportunity for people from Senegal to 
develop their full potential in their country of origin.

3 Years

Business training

Skills training

Logistical support

?

Technical support

Financial support

THE YAKAAR PROJECT IS DEVELOPED IN 
2 PHASES:

DEVELOPMENT ACTIONS IN SENEGAL 

  With the organization Ha Ha Tay we have developed “The School of Life” 
programme in Gandiol, with the aim of training young people in trades and 
in entrepreneurship in order to slow down migration. In 2022, 103 young 
people received training in sustainable construction, furniture design, 
agroecology, textile and audiovisual trades.

  We carry out the Yakaar project in partnership with organizations with 
extensive experience in providing training, guidance and business advice. 
The multidisciplinary team is composed of Servei Solidari and Eduvic in 
Barcelona, and by Ha Ha Tay and Jokoo in Senegal.

1st PHASE
Training in Barcelona

2nd PHASE
Start-up in Senegal
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Opportunities so that Senegalese people can return to their 
country of origin.

Integration into their community of origin.

Raising awareness about the difficulties and risks of migration.

Creation of local business that benefit the community.



Since their arrival in June 2022, after the 9-month training period in Barcelona, people 
with grants from the third year have had access to training to help them integrate 
better into their community and to sessions focusing on administrative procedures.

MARIE THERÈSE SALL

This entrepreneur has managed to create Dolce 
Fruiti from scratch, a successful natural smoothie 
business in her hometown of Dakar.

The determination of 27-year-old Marie Therèse 
to return to her country and “be an independent 
woman in Senegal” after emigrating first to Bel-
gium and then to Spain, led her to participate in 
the first year of the Yakaar programme in order to 
return safely and with dignity.

MOUSTAPHA FALL

The entrepreneur Moustapha Fall has managed 
to create the baker’s and patisserie Zikroulah in 
his hometown of Touba.

After his training period in Barcelona, where he 
did work experience at a baker’s to learn more 
about the trade, and after 18 months of cease-
less work and numerous administrative problems, 
his dream became a reality in July 2022 in his 
country of origin.

Fall is characterized by being a good planner and 
for closely monitoring all investments made.

I would like Dolce Fruiti to be an 
example to follow for the young 
people in my community of what 

women can achieve if we are 
determined and work hard

The success and acceptance of the 
baker’s has enabled me to hire two people. 

I’m very happy to be able to offer job 
opportunities to other young people 

from Touba

Her great resilience, after a first project that failed, 
led her to relaunch her project with the support of 
the Yakaar team in April 2022.

START-UP GRANT
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SAINT-LOUIS 

  Moustapha Dieye:

Fish and seafood 
wholesaler

ZINGUINCHOR

  Mbaye Diallo:

Chicken farm

TOUBA 

  Moustapha Fall:  
Baker’s/patisserie

  Dame Gadiaga:  
Sale of clothing fabrics 

  Diara Diop:  
Butcher’s

DAKAR

  Ousseynou Toure:  
Fibre optics installation

  Absa Ly:  
Crèche

  Issa Gueye:  
Fishmonger’s

  M. Therèse:  
Natural fruit smoothies



LABORATORIES

Start: 2010

Scope: International

Objective: To improve the health of the most vulnerable 
populations through the improvement of clinical 
diagnostic services.

LAB

HELPS IN ACHIEVING THE FOLLOWING SDGs:

WE IMPROVE THE QUALITY OF LIFE OF 
VULNERABLE POPULATIONS

THE LABORATORY PROGRAMME IS DEVELOPED IN 5 PHASES:

WE WORK ON 
3 AREAS

1st PHASE
Needs 

assessment

2nd PHASE
IInfrastructure’s 

improvement and 
supply of laboratory 

equipment

3rd PHASE
Training of local 

staff in diagnostics 
techniques 

and laboratory 
management

4th PHASE
Promotion of 

community health 
programmes

5th PHASE
Measurement of 
the effectiveness, 

efficiency and 
impact

Accessibility
People can have access to a diagnosis without 
having to travel dozens of kilometres. 

Equality
Equal access to healthcare.

Speed, quality and reliability
Faster testing and treatment, the use of standardized 
techniques and quality controls.

Staff training 
We train local staff in clinical 

diagnostics, laboratory 
management and the handling and 

disposal of waste.

Improvement of 
infrastructures 

We modernise and improve the 
infrastructure of clinical diagnostic 

laboratories.

1

Provision of equipment 
and supplies

We update laboratory 
equipment and adapt it to suit 
the diagnostic needs for the 

diseases in the area. 

2

3
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LABORATORIES

PARAGUAY

IN PARTNERSHIP WITH: ISGlobal

  27,593 beneficiaries

  + 40% clinical analysis 

We are promoting the improvement of access 
to integrated healthcare for Chagas disease 
through the testing, treatment and monitoring of 
the population at centres that are close to where 
they live.

The modernization and fitting-out of the laborato-
ry at the health centre in Teniente Irala Fernández 
has been completed, which has made it possible 
to improve the quality of laboratory diagnostics 
in 8 rural communities with serious difficulties in 
getting access to basic health services.

ETHIOPIA

IN PARTNERSHIP WITH:  
The Pablo Horstmann Foundation

  36,354 beneficiaries

We ensure access to free quality healthcare 
for the paediatric and maternal population of 
Meki through the effective detection and diag-
nosis of diseases and epidemics.

The modernization and fitting-out of the maternity 
and children’s clinic in Meki has been completed 
and three septic tanks have been built.

THE IVORY COAST

IN PARTNERSHIP WITH: Anesvad

  28,000 beneficiaries

We are improving the health of people in situa-
tions of great vulnerability, especially women and 
children, in the Divo health district.

The modernization of the laboratory at the health 
centre in Chiépo has been completed, and it has 
been supplied with specific equipment that 
will make it possible to carry out tuberculo-
sis tests, thereby almost completely reduc-
ing the risk of contagion. The preparation of 
requirements for a second laboratory has begun.

It has been supplied with specific 
equipment that will make it possible 

to carry out tuberculosis tests, 
thereby almost completely reducing 

the risk of contagion.
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LIBERIA

IN PARTNERSHIP WITH: 
Saint Joseph’s Catholic Hospital

  27,000 beneficiaries

  6,188 clinical tests a month

The clinical laboratory at Saint Joseph’s Catho-
lic Hospital has been fitted out and the techni-
cal staff has been trained, with an emphasis on 
specialized training for the laboratory supervisor. 
We have installed a new version of the laboratory 
management software designed by the Probitas 
Foundation.

IN PARTNERSHIP WITH: 
Afromedical

We are improving access to comprehensive ser-
vices for pregnant women in the most vulnerable 
communities and villages in Montserrado Coun-
ty, Liberia

The objective of the community health pro-
gramme is to reduce maternal and child mor-
tality. “Big Belly Clubs” have been promoted, 
which provide social support to pregnant wom-
en, especially first-time mothers, and training has 
been given to women about their health during 
pregnancy.

115 midwives that provide services to pregnant 
women have been trained and 15 midwives and 
nurses have been trained in ultrasound.

The collection of data and statements 
from pregnant women are essential 
to generate the knowledge that could 
produce changes in the policies, 
protocols and decisions of the public 
health authorities.
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DOMINICAN REPUBLIC

IN PARTNERSHIP WITH 
Save the Children

  19,200 beneficiaries

  20 laboratory technicians trained

We are improving the capabilities of the clinical di-
agnostic laboratory of the Dr. Leopoldo Martinez 
provincial hospital in Hato Mayor.

The classroom training in laboratory testing has been 
completed and the laboratory is fully operational.

The objective of the community health pro-
gramme is to improve maternity and child health 
in the community. Awareness initiatives have 
been implemented for 319 mothers and fathers 
on the right to health, diseases in early childhood, 
prenatal and neonatal care, breast feeding, family 
planning and chronic diseases.

BOLIVIA

The external evaluation of four laboratories has 
been completed. The laboratory project started 
in 2018 in order to broaden healthcare in Chagas 
and other prevalent and neglected diseases in the 
Valle Alto region of Cochabamba.

We have seen improved access to tests at closer 
health centres and of better quality, especially in 
the handling of Chagas disease, and an improve-
ment in the comprehensive treatment of cases in 
the same location, thereby avoiding transfers. The 
equipment and materials of the laboratories func-
tion correctly, although maintenance is not always 
ideal, and recommendations have been made to 
the healthcare authorities in the area.
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NEGLECTED 
TROPICAL 
DISEASES

Start: 2010

Scope: International

Objective: To support local health systems in the fight against 
Neglected Tropical Diseases (NTDs).

NTDs

HELPS IN ACHIEVING THE FOLLOWING SDGs:

WHAT ARE 
NEGLECTED TROPICAL DISEASES?

ACTIONS TO DEAL 
WITH NEGLECTED 
TROPICAL DISEASES

Improvement of local 
health infrastructures

20
Diseases

Modernization and 
fitting out of diagnostic 
laboratories and health 
centres

Provision of water, 
sanitation and hygiene 
for the prevention of 
diseases

 Caused by 
pathogens such as 
viruses, bacteria, 
parasites, fungi and 
toxins.

 They affect over 
one billion people.

Specialized 
healthcare

Training and 
recruitment of local 
healthcare staff

Applied research into 
the improvement of 
testing and treatment

Vector control

Campaigns to raise 
awareness and 
IEC (information, 
education, 
communication) at 
community level

Mainly in tropical areas
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COLOMBIA

IN PARTNERSHIP WITH: Sinergias

  2,178 beneficiaries

We are developing a strategy to improve local ca-
pabilities (institutional and community) in the field 
of health.

We have focused on four NTDs through technical 
support, guidance and the training of health staff, 
leaders and health managers in the Mitú area, in 
Vaupés in the Amazonian jungle.

KENYA

IN PARTNERSHIP WITH: Kaperur CBO

  22,800 beneficiaries

  7,000 check-ups at mobile clinics

We are improving the clinical diagnostic manage-
ment and treatment of visceral leishmaniasis, tra-
choma and snakebites through a comprehensive 
methodology in the Baringo area.

10 mobile clinics have been introduced, which 
have served over 7,000 people from the tribal 
area where there are no medical staff. Mobile clin-
ics provide cures, vaccinations, nutritional checks, 
medical visits of all kinds, the early detection of 
NTDs and give suitable treatments.

Thanks to the training of 60 health workers and 
165 people from local communities, there has 
been improved identification of symptoms by 
community workers and the early detection rate 
for cases has risen.

GUATEMALA

IN PARTNERSHIP WITH: Fundación del Valle

  6,710 beneficiaries

  110 health staff trained

We are implementing an integrated health re-
sponse to dengue disease, through prevention 
and control, in the Quetzaltenango Department.

An epidemiological monitoring plan has been de-
signed with health authorities to identify cases 
early and transfer them to the right health facility, 
and the regular monitoring of indicators has been 
introduced at a municipal level. An emergency ac-
tion plan has also been formalized for outbreaks 
of dengue disease and a technical action com-
mittee has been set up to fight dengue diseases, 
including key local actors.

A programme has been implemented for the preven-
tion of dengue disease both in the community and 
in the home, including training and awareness-rais-
ing initiatives for the population, the introduction of 
community projects to reduce the areas that facilitate 
the development of mosquitoes and the improve-
ment of hygiene habits and personal protection, 
among other actions. 85% of the population state 
that they are applying these preventive measures.

22 hygiene (water and sanitation) points have 
been built including hand washing, involving the 
community in the process of the definition and 
design of the unit, and training has been given for 
its use and maintenance.

Methodological and educational tools have been 
developed to improve intercultural health educa-
tional processes in these indigenous communi-
ties. 4 educational leaflets have been published 
regarding training in the prevention of NTDs and 14 
seminars have been given on prevention, testing 
and mass administration of medicines.
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NIGERIA

IN PARTNERSHIP WITH: ACNUR

  52,600 beneficiaries

We are improving the prevention, diagnosis and 
treatment of malaria in Cameroonian refugee set-
tlements and host communities.

The project ensures the right to health and the 
quality of life of the refugee and local host pop-
ulation through a comprehensive programme 
to fight malaria.

Primary care centres have been modernized at 
the health services level and the water and sani-
tation infrastructures have been improved at two 
of the centres. Vector fumigation and control has 
also been carried out in the areas close to 6 health 
centres. In addition, 12 diagnosis by microscopy 
technicians have been trained.

In community health, appropriate information has 
been provided to the whole population so that ad-
equate regular measures can be adopted for the 
prevention and treatment of malaria, and nutrition in 
children under 5 years of age has been improved.
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MADAGASCAR

IN PARTNERSHIP WITH: LCDM SOLIMAD

  15,728 beneficiaries

We are improving the capability for detection and 
care for sickle cell disease patients in Madagascar.

CAMBOYA

IN PARTNERSHIP WITH:  
CNM National Center

We have improved the capability for the de-
tection, diagnosis, mapping and response to 
NTDs, with particular attention to Taenia solium, 
providing training to staff at ten laboratories.

The project has supported the decentralization 
of healthcare and has increased specialist 
centres capable of carrying out the proximity 
tracing of sickle cell disease, one of most common 
pathologies of which is anaemia. 3,350 people 
have been screened and 175 health professionals 
have been trained

Information available about the endemicity of 
Taenia solium in the communities identified from 
medium to high risk has been collected, and the 
field work in 5 regions has begun after a delay 
due to the Covid-19 pandemic.

Five regional and district laboratory technicians 
have been trained in diagnosis by microscopy.
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The prototype will help automated testing for 
malaria through a mobile artificial intelligence de-
vice attached to a microscope. Because it has 
a universal adapter, it can be used anywhere in 
the world.

Developed by a multidisciplinary team

The Probitas Foundation, with the Technical Uni-
versity of Catalonia (UPC) and the Vall d’Hebron 
Research Institute (VHRI).

We support the surveillance, tracking and evalu-
ation of the WHO’s integrated information system 
for the eradication of specific NTDs (leishmania, 
Chagas disease and yaws) by improving the tech-
nical capability of health workers and the diagnos-
tic capabilities of laboratories.

The objective of the project on the improve-
ment of the detection and surveillance of yaws 
through an integrated control approach to NTDs 
of the skin in Togo is to improve surveillance 
and the response to yaws and other NTDs of 
the skin in various districts in Togo.

To achieve this objective, the project proposed the 
following activities, among others:

Facilitating access to diagnosis and treatment, 
through the acquisition of 15,000 quick tests, 
10,000 syphilis confirmation tests and other 
laboratory supplies (8,000 PCR tests).

Developing the abilities of village health work-
ers.

Community awareness and active detection of 
cases of yaws in the 10 districts.

RESEARCH, DEVELOPMENT 
AND INNOVATION

Initiatives that improve laboratory testing and help in the fight 
against neglected tropical diseases.

The prototype for malaria testing using 
artificial intelligence presents an accuracy 

level of over 80%

We are supporting the efforts of WHO 
to improve the control, elimination and 

eradication of NTDs

IMAGING PROJECT PARTNERSHIP WITH THE WHO

R&D&i

2022 ANNUAL REPORT | 5150 | 2022 ANNUAL REPORT R&D&iR&D&i



OTHERS: Abierto Asturias, AD Iniciatives socials, AEMA SCCL, Aldeas Infantiles, Asociacion Barró, Asociación Cultural La Kalle, Asociación de desarrollo comunitario   
Gazteleku, Asociación de madres solas AMASOL, Asociación Entre Amigos de Sevilla, Asociación Experienta, Asociación Juvenil ATZ, Asociación Juvenil ATZ, Asociación 
Para la Integración del menor, PAIDEIA, Asociación para la Mediación Social y Cultural - Intermediacción, Asociación Pronisa, Asociación sociocultural Grupo Cinco,  
Assoaciació Amics del Moviment Quart Món de Catalunya, Associació Atzavara-Arrels, Associació Cedre, Associació centre d’esplai Xixell, Associació Club d’Esplai Pubilla 
Cases Can Vidalet, Associació Compartir-Grup Social Marista, Associació de Veïns i Veïnes Camp Rodó, Associació Educativa Trompitxol, Associació Espai Joäo Martí, 
Associació Esportiva Can Deu, Associació Juvenil Barnabitas, Associació La Rotllana, Associació Play and Train, Associació Prosec, Associació Saó Prat, Ayuda en acción,   
C,E La Gresca, Ca n’Arimon, Cáritas Diocesana de Mérida-Badajoz, Càrites Interparroquial Mataró, Centre d’Esplai infantil i Juvenil Mowgli, Centre d’Esplai el Nus, Centre 
educatiu Esclat, Centre esplai Enlleura’t, Centre esplai Tricicle, Centre Infantil i Juvenil Esplai Eixida, Centre Obert Pas a Pas, CEPS projectes socials, Club d’esplai Bellvitge, 
Club Joventut Badalona, El Far Servei Social Protestant, Esclat Associació Solidaritat i Servei Santa Teresina, Esplai Blanquerna, Esplai Ca n’Anglada, Esplai Can Serra, Esplai 
La Fàbrica Can Tusell, Esplai La Florida, Esplai Panda, Esplai Polinyà, Federació d’Entitats els Garrofers, Fundació ADSIS, Fundació AGI, Fundació Carles Blanch, Fundació 
Carta per la Pau Dirigida a l’ONU, Fundació Casal l’Amic, Fundació Comtal, Fundació Concepció Juvanteny, Fundació IDeA, Fundació Infància i Família, Fundació Institut
de Reinserció Social, Fundació Joan Salvador Gavina, Fundació La Vinya, Fundació Mans a les Mans, Fundació Maria Auxiliadora, Fundació Marianao, Fundació Mossen 
Frederic Bara, Fundacio NAIF, Fundació Pare Manel, Fundació Pere Closa, Fundació Quatre Vents, Fundació Roure, Fundació Salut Alta, Fundació SER,Gi, Fundació Soñar 
Despierto, Fundació Superacció, Fundació Verge Blanca, Fundación Balia por la Infancia, Fundación Cruz Blanca, Fundación El Tranvia, Fundación Emet Arco Iris, Fundación 
Meniños, Fundación Red Íncola, Fundación Social Universal, Fundesplai, GEDI, Germanes de la Caritat de Sant Vicenç de Paül, Grup d’Esplai la Fàbrica, Grupo Tangente, 
Hermanas Oblatas del Santísimo Redentor, ICEAS, INSOC Guadalhorce, L’Eina Cooperativa, Lestonnac, Pare Palau Lleida, Parroquia nuestra señora del Carmen, Psicólogos 
Sin Fronteras, Salesians Girona, Salesians La Mina, Salesians Lleida, Salesians Mataró, Save the Children, Suara cooperativa, Transpirenaica Social Solidaria, Une-T 
Asociación juvenil.
PUBLIC AUTHORITIES: Gironès District Council, Osona District Council, Aitona Town Council, Alcarràs Town Council, Alfarràs Town Council, Badia del Vallès Town Council, 
Barberà del Vallès Town Council, Canovelles Town Council, Castellar del Vallès Town Council, Granollers Town Council, L’Hospitalet de Llobregat Town Council, Lleida Town 
Council, Mollet del Vallès Town Council, Montcada i Reixac Town Council, Montornès del Vallès Town Council, Parets del Vallès Town Council, Ripollet Town Council, Sabadell 
Town Council, Salt Town Council, Sant Adrià del Besòs Town Council , Terrassa Town Council, Vacarisses Town Council, Alguazas Town Council, Archena Town Council, Ceutí 
Town Council, Coslada Town Council, Parla Town Council, Torres de Cotillas Town Council.

EDUCATION FOR HEALTHAPE
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GOAL 17 OF THE 2030 SDGs

To support the Global Partnership for Sustainable 
Development, by mobilising and exchanging knowledge, technical 
and technological capabilities and resources.

At the Probitas Foundation we promote the creation of 
partnerships with governmental and non-governmental social 
action and health organizations, universities and research 
centres in order to achieve sustainability in projects both 
nationally and internationally.

NETWORKS AND PARTNERSHIPS



SPECIALIZED 
HEALTHCARE

RESEARCH AND 
DEVELOPMENT

LABORATORIES

NEGLECTED TROPICAL DISEASES

RESEARCH, DEVELOPMENT 
AND INNOVATION

COLLABORATING COMPANIES:

SIT

R&D

LAB

NTDs

YAKAARYAKAAR

R&D&i
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OUR TEAM

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Núria Martín
President of the board 
Lawyer and partner at  		
Osborne Clarke

María Montehermoso
Secretary of the board
Lawyer
at Osborne Clarke

Dr. Bonaventura Clotet
Member
Director of the IrsiCaixa AIDS 
Research Institute 

Dr. Enrique Grifols
Member
Gynaecologist

Dr. Antonio Páez
Vice-secretary of the board
Scientific & Medical Affairs at 
Grifols

Oriol Bota
Member
Director of Obra Social de 
Sant Joan de Déu
Representative of Sant Joan 
de Déu-Prov. Sant Rafael

 We regret the loss of Mr. Ignacio Calero, Secretary of the Board of Trustees 
since 2008 and we appreciate his dedication and commitment.

TEAM 

Dr. Anna Veiga
Executive Director

Patricia Plasencia
Organization and External 
Relations Director

Dr. Mercedes Bosch
International Programme 
Manager

Javier Zulueta
International Programme 
Manager

Elisabeth Arnaldo
Local Programme Manager

Cristina Vico
Local Programme Manager

Víctor Flores
Communication and Fund-
Raising Project Manager

Alicia Díaz
Administrative and Accounting 
Assistant

Paula Llobet
Communication Assistant
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Diagnostic Laboratories 	 €432,118

Neglected Tropical Diseases	 €502,437

MEDIA COMMUNICATION:
 

FINANCIAL RESOURCES

YOUNG MEMBERS OF THE DINEM JUNTS! 
PROGRAMME TRAVEL TO PORTAVENTURA 
AND EUROPAPRESS REPORTS ON IT 

INCOME 2022: €4,513,099

EXPENSES 2022: €4,505,080

DISTRIBUTION OF FUNDS BY LINE OF ACTION

PROJECT SCOPE

360 young people in situations of vulnerability 
from the Dinem Junts! programme rounded off 
the month focused on food waste by travelling to 
PortAventura accompanied by 45 social educators.

Education for Health	 €2,083,073

	 · Child Nutrition Support	 €1,473,408

	 · Dinem Junts!	    €583,241	

	 · Other programmes	       €26,424

Specialized Healthcare 	 €195,100

Research and Development 	 €113,838

YAKAAR	 €366,552

 The 2022 annual accounts of the Probitas Foundation will be submitted to the Government of Catalonia, 
complying with the stipulated legal period.

€2,392,011

The Probitas Foundation re-
ceives 0.7% of its annual income 
from Grifols S.A., which are do-
nated by the company’s share-
holders. In addition, in 2022, 
funds were raized from individual 
donors through the Twin Families 
campaign, including donations 
from Grifols employees and also 
from various companies for an 
amount of €73,099. 

The surplus for the financial year 
was €8,019.

The Probitas Foundation used 
€3,693,118 (82% of funds) for 
the various programmes, with 
the following breakdown by lines 
of action:

health and well-being 
of vulnerable children65%

10% equal opportunities€366,552

25% equal access to health €934,555

Local65% International35%

“GRIFOLS WORLDWIDE CHALLENGE” 
CHOOSES THE PROBITAS FOUNDATION 
AS THE RECIPIENT FOR A DONATION

The winning teams of the “Grifols Worldwide Chal-
lenge” initiative chose the Probitas Foundation as 
the recipient of the donation. Thanks to the com-
mitment of 1,100 participants, 146 children had 
access to a school meal grant for one month.
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OPINION ARTICLE BY ANNA VEIGA IN LA 
VANGUARDIA NEWSPAPER

DONATION OF CHRISTMAS HAMPERS TO 
TWIN FAMILIES

LAS PROVINCIAS NEWSPAPER REPORTS 
ON THE HEALTHY PROJECT

Last Christmas, Grifols employees contributed 
over €25,000, through their donations and/or 
Christmas hamper, to the Twin Families campaign 
for the running of the Dinem Junts! programme at 
the Terra Roja secondary school in Santa Coloma 
de Gramenet.

The Healthy Project has now made over 4,500 in-
terventions. In this first school year it has worked 
with the Diocesano Santiago Apóstol School in 
Cabanyal, especially on establishing a relationship 
of trust with students and their families in order to 
make the School Health programme more effective.

Anna Veiga, executive director of the Probitas 
Foundation, says that “at the foundation we want 
to highlight the importance of the role of the school 
nurse as a basis to work on improving children’s 
health, especially in vulnerable environments. This 
experience is showing us the effectiveness of this 
figure and will enable us to assess the possibility 
of replicating this model in other schools”.

Under the headline “Starting the Return Journey 
Home” La Vanguardia published an article about 
the Yakaar Project, including the account of one 
of its participants.

THE YAKAAR PROJECT IN LA 
VANGUARDIA NEWSPAPER

Anna Veiga, our executive director, published an 
article in La Vanguardia in which she spoke about 
the delicate situation that children who study at 
secondary schools experience. The generalized 
reduced timetable in state schools means that 
children do not have one nutritional meal a day 
guaranteed, nor is there a protective socio-edu-
cational space for them after midday.   
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SOCIAL MEDIA

The club continues to support the Probitas Founda-
tion in the teaching of healthy habits to young people.

Annual meeting with educators from 13 different 
organizations involved in the implementation of 
the Dinem Junts! programme.

THE PROBITAS FOUNDATION AND CLUB 
JOVENTUT BADALONA BASKETBALL 
CLUB RENEW THEIR COMMITMENT

The logo of the Probitas Foundation will continue to 
appear on the front of the club’s team shirt. At the 
Probitas Foundation we are working with schools, 
social services and organizations in Badalona to 
improve the health and well-being of children at 
social risk.
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Help ensure a daily nutrition meal 
for children at social risk.

Join and collaborate

C. Jesús i Maria, 6 • 08022 Barcelona • Tel. +34 935 710 500 • probitas@fundacionprobitas.org • fundacionprobitas.org

twinfamilies.org

Annual Report

2022


